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PSC TO ARBI TRATE TELEPHONE | NTERCONNECTI ON AGREEMENT
FOR THE FI RST TI ME

The Public Service Commission will arbitrate the unresol ved issues
arising fromthe
ongoi ng i nterconnection negoti ati ons between US Wst Comuni cati ons and
Western Wrel ess
Corp., which does business as Cellular One, at a public hearing Decenber 4 in
Hel ena.
US West and Western Wrel ess began renegotiating their existing
i nt erconnection
agreenment at Western Wreless's request after the enactnent of the federa
Tel ecommuni cati ons
Act of 1996. Parties negotiating interconnection agreenents pursuant to the
federal act are
encouraged to do so voluntarily, but if they are unable to reach agreenment on
all issues, either
party may request the PSC to arbitrate unresol ved issues.
The open issues identified by US West and Western Wrel ess are:
- the rate for interconnection and the transport and term nation of
traffic between
Western Wrel ess and US West;

- t he amount or percentage of US West traffic that term nates on
Western Wreless's
net wor k; and

- the definition of, and applicable charges for, non-local traffic.

The hearing will begin at 9 a.m Wadnesday in the PSC s Bol linger Room
1701 Prospect
Avenue. Interested persons may subnmit to the PSC their brief comments |imted
to the unresol ved
i ssues no | ater than Decenber 8.
Hit#



